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positions that are not trading posi-
tions, OTC derivative positions, cleared 
transactions, and unsettled trans-
actions). 

RISK-WEIGHTED ASSETS FOR GENERAL 
CREDIT RISK 

§ 3.31 Mechanics for calculating risk- 
weighted assets for general credit 
risk. 

(a) General risk-weighting requirements. 
A national bank or Federal savings as-
sociation must apply risk weights to 
its exposures as follows: 

(1) A national bank or Federal sav-
ings association must determine the 
exposure amount of each on-balance 
sheet exposure, each OTC derivative 
contract, and each off-balance sheet 
commitment, trade and transaction-re-
lated contingency, guarantee, repo- 
style transaction, financial standby 
letter of credit, forward agreement, or 
other similar transaction that is not: 

(i) An unsettled transaction subject 
to § 3.38; 

(ii) A cleared transaction subject to 
§ 3.35; 

(iii) A default fund contribution sub-
ject to § 3.35; 

(iv) A securitization exposure subject 
to §§ 3.41 through 3.45; or 

(v) An equity exposure (other than an 
equity OTC derivative contract) sub-
ject to §§ 3.51 through 3.53. 

(2) The national bank or Federal sav-
ings association must multiply each 
exposure amount by the risk weight 
appropriate to the exposure based on 
the exposure type or counterparty, eli-
gible guarantor, or financial collateral 
to determine the risk-weighted asset 
amount for each exposure. 

(b) Total risk-weighted assets for 
general credit risk equals the sum of 
the risk-weighted asset amounts cal-
culated under this section. 

§ 3.32 General risk weights. 
(a) Sovereign exposures—(1) Exposures 

to the U.S. government. (i) Notwith-
standing any other requirement in this 
subpart, a national bank or Federal 
savings association must assign a zero 
percent risk weight to: 

(A) An exposure to the U.S. govern-
ment, its central bank, or a U.S. gov-
ernment agency; and 

(B) The portion of an exposure that is 
directly and unconditionally guaran-
teed by the U.S. government, its cen-
tral bank, or a U.S. government agen-
cy. This includes a deposit or other ex-
posure, or the portion of a deposit or 
other exposure, that is insured or oth-
erwise unconditionally guaranteed by 
the FDIC or National Credit Union Ad-
ministration. 

(ii) A national bank or Federal sav-
ings association must assign a 20 per-
cent risk weight to the portion of an 
exposure that is conditionally guaran-
teed by the U.S. government, its cen-
tral bank, or a U.S. government agen-
cy. This includes an exposure, or the 
portion of an exposure, that is condi-
tionally guaranteed by the FDIC or Na-
tional Credit Union Administration. 

(2) Other sovereign exposures. In ac-
cordance with Table 1 to § 3.32, a na-
tional bank or Federal savings associa-
tion must assign a risk weight to a sov-
ereign exposure based on the CRC ap-
plicable to the sovereign or the 
sovereign’s OECD membership status if 
there is no CRC applicable to the sov-
ereign. 

TABLE 1 TO § 3.32—RISK WEIGHTS FOR 
SOVEREIGN EXPOSURES 

Risk weight 
(in percent) 

CRC: 
0–1 .......................................................... 0 
2 .............................................................. 20 
3 .............................................................. 50 
4–6 .......................................................... 100 
7 .............................................................. 150 

OECD Member with No CRC ........................ 0 
Non-OECD Member with No CRC ................ 100 
Sovereign Default .......................................... 150 

(3) Certain sovereign exposures. Not-
withstanding paragraph (a)(2) of this 
section, a national bank or Federal 
savings association may assign to a 
sovereign exposure a risk weight that 
is lower than the applicable risk 
weight in Table 1 to § 3.32 if: 

(i) The exposure is denominated in 
the sovereign’s currency; 

(ii) The national bank or Federal sav-
ings association has at least an equiva-
lent amount of liabilities in that cur-
rency; and 

(iii) The risk weight is not lower 
than the risk weight that the home 
country supervisor allows national 
banks or Federal savings associations 
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